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Syensqo Appoints Two New Board Members 

Brussels, Belgium – July 17, 2025 - 17:30 CEST 
 

New Directors Bring Industry, Innovation and Leadership Experience to Advance Syensqo’s 
Evolution to a Specialty Chemicals Company 

 
SYENSQO SA (“Syensqo” or “the Company”) is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Dr. Cynthia Arnold and Augusto Di Donfrancesco as new members of its Board of 
Directors, effective July 17, 2025.  
 
They replace Matti Lievonen and Nadine Leslie who are stepping down from the Board to 
pursue other opportunities. 
 
Dr. Cynthia Arnold brings more than 30 years of global leadership experience in 
technology and innovation within the materials and chemicals sectors. She previously 
served as Chief Technology Officer at Valspar Corporation and held senior roles at Sun 
Chemical, Eastman Chemical and General Electric. With extensive public company board 
experience, Dr. Arnold currently serves as an independent director on the boards of Cabot 
Corporation, Milliken & Company and Fluence Energy. She holds a PhD in Materials 
Science and Engineering from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and an MBA from the 
University of California,Berkeley. 
 
Augusto Di Donfrancesco held key leadership roles in research & innovation, operations 
and transformation during a more than 35-year career at Solvay. As President of Solvay’s 
Specialty Polymers Global Business Unit, he led a period of significant organic growth, 
doubling net sales through customer-centric innovation. He was also a member of the 
Solvay Executive Leadership Team where he led group-wide strategic programs. Mr. Di 
Donfrancesco’s deep sector knowledge and track record in operational excellence and 
capital allocation will further reinforce Syensqo’s ongoing growth and transformation 
objectives. Mr. Di Donfrancesco holds a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from 
Pisa University.  
 
Rosemary Thorne, Chair of the Board of Directors, said, “On behalf of the Board, I would 
like to express our gratitude to Matti and Nadine for their contributions to the Board during 
Syensqo’s formative period as an independent public company. As part of our Board 
succession planning, we are focused on maintaining the right mix of skills and expertise 
and are thrilled to welcome Cynthia and Augusto, who are proven leaders of the highest 
caliber and are poised to contribute their significant leadership, technology, innovation 
and operational experience to the Board. We look forward to benefiting from their 
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respective knowledge and insights as we continue to focus on delivering shareholder 
value.” 
 
“We are delighted to welcome Cynthia and Augusto to our Board,” said Dr. Ilham Kadri, 
Chief Executive Officer of Syensqo. “Their perspectives will be invaluable as we continue 
to prioritize innovation and operational excellence to capitalize on the meaningful 
long-term growth and value creation opportunities ahead. I look forward to working with 
them.”  
 
Dr. Arnold said, “Syensqo’s commitment to scientific excellence and sustainability 
resonates deeply with me. I am excited to contribute to the Board’s work to advance 
innovation and operational performance, and to help shape the Company’s continued 
success in a rapidly evolving global landscape.”  
 
“I am honored to join Syensqo’s Board during this important period in the Company’s 
evolution to a Specialty Chemicals Company” said Mr. Di Donfrancesco. “Having spent my 
career driving transformation, innovation and growth within the specialty chemicals 
sector, I look forward to working with my fellow directors and the management team to 
help accelerate growth and unleash Syensqo’s potential.” 
 
 
Link to Board members’ bios  
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Contacts 
Investors & Analysts Media  
investor.relations@syensqo.com  media.relations@syensqo.com  
Sherief Bakr +44 7920 575 989 Perrine Marchal +32 478 32 62 72 
Bisser Alexandrov +33 607 635 280 Laetitia Schreiber +32 487 74 38 07 
Loïc Flament +32 478 69 74 20   

Robbin Moore-Randolph +1 470 493 2433   

 

About Syensqo  
Syensqo is a science company developing groundbreaking solutions that enhance the way we 
live, work, travel and play. Inspired by the scientific councils which Ernest Solvay initiated in 1911, 
we bring great minds together to push the limits of science and innovation for the benefit of our 
customers, with a diverse, global team of more than 13,000 associates.  
Our solutions contribute to safer, cleaner, and more sustainable products found in homes, food 
and consumer goods, planes, cars, batteries, smart devices and health care applications. Our 
innovation power enables us to deliver on the ambition of a circular economy and explore 
breakthrough technologies that advance humanity. 

 

Useful links 
●​ Earnings materials 
●​ Strategy 
●​ Share information 
●​ Credit information 
●​ Separation documents 
●​ Webcasts, podcasts and presentations 
●​ Annual Integrated Report 
●​ Subscribe to our distribution list 

              

                    syensqo.com                 ​ ​ 3 

mailto:investor.relations@syensqo.com
mailto:media.relations@syensqo.com
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/financials/earnings
https://www.syensqo.com/en/about-us/our-strategy
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/share-information
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/financials/bond-information
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/spinoff/documents
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/financial-calendar-events-and-presentations/webcasts-and-presentations
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/annual-reports
https://www.syensqo.com/en/investors/investor-relations-contacts
http://www.syensqo.com

	Syensqo Appoints Two New Board Members 
	Brussels, Belgium – July 17, 2025 - 17:30 CEST 
	Contacts 
	Investors & Analysts 
	Media  
	Sherief Bakr 
	+44 7920 575 989 
	Perrine Marchal 
	+32 478 32 62 72 
	Bisser Alexandrov 
	+33 607 635 280 
	Laetitia Schreiber 
	+32 487 74 38 07 
	Loïc Flament 
	+32 478 69 74 20 
	Robbin Moore-Randolph 
	+1 470 493 2433 


	 
	About Syensqo  
	Useful links 

